EPISODES   OP   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1918

quiet, the German battleships and battle cruisers
were handed over to the custody of the British
Grand Fleet, which was accompanied by detach-
ments of the French and American navies. Sir
David Beatty ordered the surrendered vessels to
haul down their flags at 3.37 that afternoon, and
not to hoist them again without permission.

In June 1914, a British squadron had been in
Kiel Bay, and British guns had hailed the final
deepening of the great waterway. The Emperor
had visited our flagship, and the flag at her masthead
had proclaimed the presence on board of an Admiral
of the British Fleet. At a subsequent banquet a
German admiral had declared that his Navy sought
to model itself upon the great example of Nelson!
Such is the mutability of mortal things. The German
sea-lords had disappeared into the darkness, and in
a Dutch manor their master was waiting impotently
while the Allies decreed his fate.

The cessation of hostilities left Germany a seething
cauldron of rival factions and immature theories,
and it was hard to tell from the froth and bubbles
of incipient revolution what might be the outcome.
But one fact was clear. Monarchical Germany was
gone. On 28th November, from his refuge in Holland
the Emperor issued his signed abdication. Fourteen
days earlier the Emperor Charles erf Austria had
bidden farewell to his uneasy throne. The old
regime had disappeared in vapour ; the old military
chiefs had gone ; and the decomposing armies were
no longer in charge of princes.
Such was the immediate aftermath of war.
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